East Side Church of Christ - Austin, TX.
Care Group - Dedication of Time and Talents 2010
Theme: “Taking Care of Our Own and Growing in Christ” 

Rom. 12:3-13

Name_____________________________________________________ My Care Group #: ___
Home Phone____________________________   Cell Phone____________________________
E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________
Occupation____________________________________________________________________

Birth Date ____________________Anniversary date (if married) ______________________
Children’s names (if any) _______________________________________________________
We are the East Side Church of Christ and our ultimate goal is to serve and glorify God.

You will find below a brief summary of the responsibilities of the Care Group, as well as specific tasks needed to help your Care Group run as effectively and as efficiently as possible. God has given each of us gifts, time, and talents to use for the good of each other and for achieving His work in the world. By all of us working together, we will be able to achieve this goal in a mighty way.  Let us choose to be workers together on behalf of God, and to be blessings for others by supporting the Care Group with our time, commitment, and talents.
The Care Group
The purpose of the Care Group is to help the elders of the church “oversee the flock”- to help them keep in contact with every member of the congregation. The Care Group has been designed to make this task more manageable by sub-grouping the congregation by particular zip code in Austin and the surrounding areas. The Care Group exists to address any needs or concerns that the members may have, and to make sure that follow-up information is passed on to the elders.  In turn, the Elders will follow up, as necessary.  In this way, the elders’ responsibility for maintaining accountability for every member is achieved.
Recognizing the gifts, the time, and the talents which God has given to me, I wish to dedicate myself in the following ways to the service of God and the Care Group:

___ Serve as representative at one of the services to welcome new members to the Care Group (male or   
       female). ______Available for 8 a.m. ______Available for 11 a.m. ______Available for 6:30 p.m.
___ Visit newly baptized or those who have placed membership 

___ Serve as the coordinator for the House 2 House Fellowship dinner (dinner to welcome new

      members) for my Care Group’s designated month

___ Contact and/or visit the sick and shut-in

___ Visit Care Group members who have lost a loved one

___ Prepare food for bereaved families
___ Host a Care Group meeting
___ Help keep Care Group member information updated
If you have new ideas for how to use your own gifts in service at East Side and more specifically your Care Group, please list your suggestions on the back of this sheet.
Ministry Sign Up
In addition to working with your Care Group, there are a host of ministries that you may also sign up to work in to use your talents.   The work of the church is primarily divided into three (3) main areas: evangelism, edification, and benevolence.  Look over the following list and place a check mark by those ministries that you have a sincere desire to work.   That information will then be forwarded to the appropriate Ministry Leader, and someone from that ministry will contact you within a week to give you more details about the ministry (refer to the Ministry booklet, also). If you have not been contacted by someone from the ministry within a week, please notify mertis.sells@sbcglobal.net or Ricky.Sells@eastsidecoc.com. 
Evangelism ministries - Jesus commanded that the gospel be preached to everyone.  Here at East Side, the following ministries help to facilitate that process.
____ Personal Evangelism – To become equipped to share God’s word each member is expected to attend classes as offered.    


____ New Members
____ Greeters - needed for 11 a.m. service, only






____ Ushers    ______8 a.m.   _______11 a.m.       _______ 6:30 p.m.
Edification ministries - Once a person has been taught the gospel, and obeys the gospel through baptism he or she needs to be encouraged, in order for that person to become a strong and faithful Christian. The following ministries seek to fulfill this specific work of the church.

____ Seasoned Saints


____ New Member Orientation

____ Married Couples                                  ____ Edifice beautification & bulletin board
____ Ladies Ministry (FSBS)                        ____ Pictorial & Board Directory
____ Men’s Ministry



____ Fellowship - planning of picnics, etc.
____ Singles Ministry
                                    ____ Choral Groups
____ College/Young Professionals
            ____ Baptism Garments & Rooms
____ Youth - ages 13-18
                        ____ Publicity                                                                             ____ Kids for Christ (KFC)-ages 2-12         
____ Nursery



           


Benevolence - As Christians, we are commanded to “do good unto all men, especially those of the household of faith.” It is, therefore, our responsibility to reach out to those who are in need and to help them in any way possible. The following ministries have been implemented to support this important work of the church.

____ Sick & Shut-in Visitation

____ Benevolence


 
____ Transportation/Van


____ Bereavement




____ Health Awareness
          I am no longer interested in working with the following ministries. Please remove my name from them: __________________________________________________________________
This list is “not intended to be the sum total of what we do as a congregation.  We realize that as the congregation grows there may be a need for the church to expand its ministries to meet the growing needs of the membership.  Consequently, please feel free to express to the leadership any needs that you see that are not currently being met.  Also, feel free to suggest ideas for new ministries.  However, please be advised that all ministries must be in harmony with the Bible, and must fall under at least one of the three primary areas of the work of the church which are: evangelism, edification, and benevolence.

Finally, it is our sincere prayer that you will indeed find your rightful place here at East Side, and do as the apostle Paul instructed the saints at Philippi to do, and that is “…work out your own soul salvation with fear and trembling.” (Phil 2:12) “

Excerpt taken from the East Side Church of Christ Ministries Handbook
Please note: 

There are other ministries that are fully-staffed at this time and/or there are ministries that are being formulated that will be rolled out in the near future. We will present these ministry opportunities to the congregation through-out the year, as we have need. Please indicate if you have special expertise and or training for the ministries listed below in BOLD:
____ Bible Correspondence Courses      

____ Internet/Website
                             

____ Television
____ Prison


____ Tape Ministry

____ Big Brothers/Big Sisters - assigned by CG Leaders
____ Visitor’s Follow-up

____ Finance and Stewardship
____ Communion Preparation

____ Special Needs

____ Neighborhood Outreach
____ Divorce Recovery
____ Drug & Alcohol Recovery
____ Social & Community Involvement

Let’s Get Ready to Go to Work!
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