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Analysis:
Make

Government
Boring Again

Security for the opening day of the Texas Legislature's session was been ramped up after violence
in Washington D.C. last week. Jan. 12, 2021. Credit: Jordan Vonderhaar for The Texas Tribune

BY ROSS RAMSEY | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TXT) - The Texas Legislature is back, and on
their opening day Tuesday, state lawmakers gave
you no reason to stop what you’re doing and pay
attention.

That’s almost a headline in itself.
Tuesday morning was bright and chilly in Aus-

tin. Except for the two dozen state troopers in riot
garb at each of the four ground-level entrances, the
Texas Capitol seemed as quiet as it was a week ear-
lier.

The state police were there because of the
uprising at the U.S. Capitol last week and because
of threats and rumors of disruptive visits to state
capitols between now and next week’s inaugura-
tion of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris to succeed
Donald Trump and Mike Pence.

But Texas government was operating outside
the drama zone. Both chambers got a welcome-
let’s-get-to-work speech from Gov. Greg Abbott.

State Rep. Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont, was
elected speaker of the House with only two dissents.
There were no other candidates, no debates, no
scuffles — no conflict. The Senate was even quieter,
electing Sen. Brian Birdwell, R-Granbury, to the largely
ceremonial posting of president pro tempore.

Not much to see here. What a relief.
Both chambers will vote on their operating

rules this week and then disappear until Jan. 26.
The first two weeks of the 20-week session will be
all but over, just like that.

The opening calm started a day earlier. Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar, one of the first officials to say
“recession” last spring as the pandemic spread
across the state, made a surprisingly optimistic eco-
nomic forecast on Monday. His early warnings that
the current state budget could have a shortfall of
$4.6 billion shrunk to slightly less than $1 billion —
relative pocket change in a $250 billion state bud-
get.

And for the two years that follow the current
budget — the two years that this new Legislature
will write a budget to cover — Hegar predicted state

revenues will be about the same as they’ve been
over the last two years. Budget folks would like to
have more money to cover growth in the state popu-
lation and inflation, but they’ll take it. It’s a fore-
cast that will require some belt-tightening, but not
the chainsaw budgeting that some had feared.

It’s not the sort of news that sends social me-
dia into a noticeable swirl, or stirs the kind of citi-
zen activism you’d expect if big cuts were being
made to popular state programs or services, like
public education. This is just plain government —
important, worth debating about, consequential —
and not a spark that ignites fringe groups with vio-
lence and vandalism in mind.

Sparks might fly as the session continues. Re-
districting is on the agenda — drawing new politi-
cal maps that put this or that neighborhood or city
or county into this or that congressional or legisla-
tive district. It’s dear to politicians. It’s as partisan
as any issue. And, given the growth of urban and
suburban Texas, it will mean taking political power
from rural Texans who already feel ignored in Aus-
tin and Washington.

Legislation has already been filed to reform law
enforcement practices and to enforce racial justice,
problems that flared anew last summer with the
killing of George Floyd in the custody of Minneapo-
lis police and similar tragedies.

Some legislators want to leash the governor,
after 10 months of executive orders addressing the
economy and the pandemic — all without legisla-
tive input or consultation. That one will make news,
too.

Texans from both parties want sweeping
changes — not necessarily the same sweeping
changes — in election law and in the ways we’re
allowed to cast our votes.

Those are some of the battles ahead in the
Texas Capitol — a building designed, after all, for
debating and settling fierce differences in opinion.
Some will get heated, like they always do. But
Tuesday’s beginning, especially in light of what hap-
pened last week in Washington, D.C., was just what
you’d hope for: Boring.

Medal of
Freedom

So, the House of Rep-
resentatives impeached
Donald Trump – again - on
Wednesday; exactly one
week before he is officially
to be relieved of duty on
the 20th this month. Ordi-
narily, that would be epic
news. And to some, it
might well be. However,
these aren’t epic times.
This is almost par for the
course considering what
we’ve gone through over
the past four years.

Moreover, Trump
sought to give the Medal
of freedom to New En-
gland Patriots head coach
Bill Belichick. Let me say
that again: Bill Belichick.

The Presidential
Medal of Freedom is
awarded to people whom,
among other things, have
made an especially meri-
torious contribution to the
security or national inter-
ests of the United States.

Bill Belichick couldn’t
name a single thing he has
ever done in his entire life
to be bestowed such an
honor. Which is why I ap-
plaud him for declining this
“honor” from Trump just
hours after the insurrec-
tion brought upon by the
president’s supporters.

But I’ll tell you who
should receive that honor.
Capitol Police Officer Eu-
gene Goodman. Officer
Goodman is credited with
saving the lives of the
members of congress on
the day they were validat-
ing the electoral college
vote in the favor of Presi-
dent-Elect Joe Biden.

I’ve watched count-
less videos of Officer
Goodman’s actions when
confronted by a mob of
raving insurrectionists. I
couldn’t believe what I was
watching. I’m still im-
pressed by his pure awe-
someness in the eyes of
such a threat to his own
life.

But one YouTuber,
asked the ultimate ques-
tion: Could I have done
what Goodman did in that
very same situation? I’ve
thought about it for hours.

To my own detri-
ment, I must inform you, I
doubt it; with every ounce
of my being. Goodman
didn’t fire a single shot. I,
however, would’ve un-
loaded the clip.

But the real question
is: Why can’t the police
show that same restraint
for us?

Hero officer steers
mob away from

Senate chamber.
See GOODMAN

Page 7

Texas strikes
sprawling health

care law.
See DISABLED
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D.C. Mayor
wants people to
vacate Biden’s
inauguration.

See D.C.
Page 5
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DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

Church of Christ at East Side
Learning Center Ground Breaking Ceremony

By Russell G. Clemons, Elder | Church of Christ at East Side

Pictured above (from left to right): Mike Deen, Elder • Curtis Brown, Design – Build Contractor, ASD
Consultant, INC • Ed Davis, Elder • Ethan Williams, Elder • Max Hargrove, Deacon • Marlon McGhee,
Elder • George Williams, Minister, Church of Christ at East Side • Emanuel Obi, ASD • Gail Williams,
Project Manager – Church of Christ at East Side • Darien Brown, Project Manager – ASD • Sam Watson,
Elder • Cranston Hardeman, Elder • Darryl Manor, Deacon • Curtis Sells, Deacon • Floyd Boozer, Elder
• Russell Clemons, Elder • Ricky Sells, Deacon. (Photo by Sharal Brown)

   (AUSTIN, TX) -
There was a historic
groundbreaking cer-
emony held by the
church of Christ at East
Side, located at 5701 E.
MLK Jr. Blvd, Austin TX,
on Sunday, December
27, 2020. East Side’s min-
ister, elders, and dea-
cons along with the
project managers, par-
ticipated in this exciting
and highly anticipated
ceremony.

 The
groundbreaking is the
first phase of the long-
envisioned structure
that will comprise a
Learning Center and
Family Life Center.  The
new multipurpose
Learning Center will be
a state-of-the-art facility.
It will be used for Chris-
tian education, curricu-
lum development, life-

Pictured above (left to right): Gail Williams –
Project Manager, Church of Christ at East Side •
Curtis Brown – Design – Build Contractor, ASD
INC, • Darien Brown – Project Manager – ASD.
(Photo by Sharal Brown)

skills (e.g., marriage
classes, parenting, finan-
cial planning, etc.) and
other events, activities,

and services beneficial for
both the church and com-
munity.  It will have 23
classrooms that will ser-

vice preschoolers through
adults. In addition to the
classrooms, the Learning
Center will have other es-
sential areas to help serve
the church and the com-
munity.

The church has
contracted with ASD
Consultants, Inc. in Aus-
tin, Texas to design and
construct this facility.
Curtis Brown, ASD CEO
and the Design-Build
Contractor of this
project anticipates the
completion of the Cen-
ter within the next 15
months.  The congrega-
tion looks forward to
sharing the formal
Grand Opening with the
community.

To God be the Glory
– we give thanks to God
from whom all blessings
flow. Visit our website:
www.eastsidecoc.com.

Deshaun Watson is
Unhappy With Texans

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

(VILLAGER) - If I
was a Houston Texans
fan, which I’m not, by
the way, I’d put that
sorry NFL franchise in
my rear-view mirror so
fast it wouldn’t be funny.

It was bad enough
that former Texans
owner, the late Bob
McNair, compared Black
NFL players to prison in-
mates when making a
point about Colin
Kaepernick taking a knee
during the national an-
them, or that McNair
hired a coach, Bill
O’Brien, and gave him
total control over all per-
sonnel decisions.

One of O’Brien’s
more controversial per-
sonnel moves involved
trading star receiver
DeAndre Hopkins for
what amounted to some
trinkets and beads and a
handful of belly-button
lint.

Fast forward to Cal
McNair, who replaced
his late father as team
owner and actually
solved one problem
when he fired O’Brien.
But Cal McNair created

Deshaun Watson (#4) | NFL Quarterback | Houston Texans | Years Pro: 4

a bigger problem when
he broke a promise he
made to franchise quar-
terback Deshaun
Watson.

According to media
reports, Cal McNair
opened the door for
Watson to be included in
the team’s search for a
new general manager
and possibly who the
next head coach will be.

That didn’t happen,
however, as McNair
hired former New En-
gland Patriots personnel
chief Nick Caserio with-
out consulting Watson -
as promised.

Additionally, after
Watson recommended
Kansas City Chiefs offen-
sive coordinator Eric
Bieniemy, who is Black,
as a potential head
coaching candidate, the
Texans didn’t interview
Bieniemy, further alien-

ating and angering
Watson.

That led to a couple
of interesting responses
from Watson on social
media, including this
telling gem: “Big Bro told
me when they painted
you a picture, don’t let
them paint you another
picture.”

I’m not a mind
reader, but something
tells me that Watson
isn’t happy with the Tex-
ans owner, or the team’s
decision to renege on its
promise to involve him
in potential hires.

That said, now the
word on the street is
that Watson is so un-
happy that, despite sign-
ing a whopping four-
year, $156-million con-
tract extension, he
would actually consider
waving his no-trade
clause and force a trade

to the Miami Dolphins,
who could ship quarter-
back Tua Tagovailoa and
their 2021 first-round
draft pick that the Dol-
phins received from the
Texans for tackle Laremy
Tunsil, back to Houston.

You see why I’m no
fan of the Texans?

And can you under-
stand why Watson feels
like he’s wasting some of
the best years of his NFL
career with the dysfunc-
tional and racially/so-
cially blind Texans?

Maybe Watson will
change his mind and de-
cide that Houston is the
best place for him, after
all.

But don’t count on it.
The damage has

been done, the horse is
out of the barn, and the
Texas, for lack of a bet-
ter explanation, are still
the Texans.
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

National Day of Service
During COVID

With the National
Day of Service approach-
ing and my desire to in-
crease my community
service hours, I have been
seeking projects or activi-
ties that can be performed
virtually. Monday, Janu-
ary 18 is the 26th anni-
versary of the day of ser-
vice that celebrates the
Civil Rights leader’s life
and legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King. This holi-
day is observed each year
on the third Monday in
January as “a day on, not
a day off”. All Americans
are encouraged to volun-
teer to improve their
communities.  I also
learned that because of
COVID some colleges
are also waiving some of
their focus on community
service as part of the col-
lege admissions process.
Before conducting re-
search, I completed my
first virtual project by
sending Christmas cards
and “Thinking of You”

 Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

cards to members of my
church on the sick and
shut-in list.

During my research
I discovered several
projects that teens can
perform without leaving
home.  Three projects re-
ally sparked my interest.
The DOROT organiza-
tion will match you with
an older adult for weekly
phone conservations for a
four week period.  The
Boston Library is seeking
volunteers to transcribe
anti-slavery manuscripts
from the 19th century and
the Bookshare project
will allow you to contrib-
ute your skills and pas-
sions to help people with
print disabilities read by
scanning, proofreading
and describing images.

As we approach the
2021 National Day of
Service, I hope each of us
will reflect back on 2020
and make the time and
effort to commit to ser-
vice.  My Jack and Jill
Chapter will be support-
ing Souper Bowl Sunday
by volunteering at the
food bank and making fi-
nancial donations.
Souper Bowl of Caring is
a national grassroot effort
that uses Super Bowl
weekend to raise funds
and food to help tackle
hunger.  The needs in our
community are great, and
if we all do something,
we can make a difference
during these harsh times.

Letter from Birmingham Jail

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

August 1963, from
the Birmingham jail, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
wrote a letter to eight
caucasian religious lead-
ers of the South who ex-
pressed concern and
caution toward his ac-
tions. After demonstrat-
ing nonviolent actions in
a movement against
segregation, Dr. King was
detained. This letter is
important to be recog-
nized as it portrays addi-
tional heroic, brave, con-
fident, and persistent
acts of Dr. King working
to make a difference in
the world. Before diving
into the letter, it is im-
portant to understand
who he was. Most indi-
viduals know Dr. King
from his well-known “I
Have a Dream” speech.
Dr. King fought for equal-
ity, liberty, freedom, and
he is honored for his Civil
Rights advancements
through nonviolence
and civil disobedience
inspired by his Christian
beliefs. He fought for the
rights of African Ameri-
cans, minorities, in
hopes that freedom
would come to them in
the future. Dr. King never
gave up.

Monday, January
20, is a day celebrated to
recognize his activism
and the footsteps he put
forth for us to follow.
Hope was given to the
African American com-
munity as he had a plan
to better the future and
provide more opportu-
nities for us as a whole.
This is why I would like
to shed light on the “Let-
ter from Birmingham
Jail”. I was not aware of
the existence of the let-
ter until recently. Along
with my peers, I was as-
signed to read and anno-
tate the letter in my En-

glish class. At a glance, it
may appear to be a story
as the letter is six pages
long, but as I read it my-
self, I came to learn so
much information that I
did not know before. In
the letter, Dr. King men-
tioned that he rarely an-
swered the negative
criticism of his work, as
he received so much,
but that particular criti-
cism from the eight reli-
gious leaders spoke out
to him. Dr. King told the
men that the reason he
was in Birmingham was
because there was injus-
tice. He said that anyone
within the United States
could never be consid-
ered an outsider. This
shows that Dr. King was
willing to fight for equal-
ity for all, he did not dis-
criminate or section off
individuals who he
would help and would
not help.

Dr. King explained
the four basic steps of a
nonviolent campaign
which included the col-
lection of facts to deter-
mine whether injustice
is alive, negotiation, self-
purification, and direct
action. He went into fur-
ther detail of imple-
menting these steps to
reassure those who op-
posed, that everything
he did was planned, and
consisted of steps to suc-
cess. Later in the letter,
he mentioned that free-
dom is never given vol-
untarily by the oppres-
sor, it must be de-
manded by the op-
pressed. So many amaz-
ing points were recog-
nized as Dr. King empha-
sized that no one can
understand what an-
other is going through
without experience. Ad-
ditional information that
was included was about
deciding if a law is just or
unjust. These are only a
few points recognized
within the letter and I
recommend you all
spend time reading it. It
was extremely informa-
tive and inspiring to see
how although he had
opposition, he contin-
ued to fight for what he
believed in. This would
be the perfect time to
read it as his day of rec-
ognition is almost upon
us. I hope everyone has
a blessed MLK Day.

State of The Union

What is the stat of
the union today? The
state needs to be exam-
ined. We are faced with
many problems worth
looking at. There are
many challenges.

President Trump
has left the world in a
mess. The White House
was under siege last
week. Political figures
urged in on it. Our presi-
dent gave it his bless-
ings. We are glad it was
not a “Black lives mat-
ter” demonstration
gone viral. According to

Tyler  Allen
LBJ High School

some of it was it would
be a blood bath. Wo will
be prosecuted? Just 56%
of America want the
president to be im-
peached.

Millions of Ameri-
cans are out of work.
The Covid 19 is raging
our country. Inoculating
the nation seems to be
a problem. I wonder if
anybody in control?
Hundreds of Americans
are making billions while
millions are out of work,
broke, and hungry. We
live in the most wealthy
country in the world,
and I mean tens of tril-
lions of dollars.

May experts pre-
dict that things will go
back to normal for the
coming years. Although
what was considered
was not that great for a
large part of the country.
We still have global
warming. We still must
deal with wildfires,
prison reforms, and edu-
cating our youth and
others. Who wants to be
president?

Domestic Terrorist
Attack at the Capitol

On Wednesday
January 6, 2021 Trump
supporters and white su-
premacist raided the
capitol when Congress
held a joint session to
finialized the votes for
President-Elect Joe
Biden. The reason behind
this attack is because
Trump supporters be-
lieve that this election
was “rigged” and “sto-
len” from them, even
though that is not the
case. I remember waking
up for school seeing this
news all over my social
media.

Even though this
terrorist attack/coup
didn’t come as a surprise
for me, the way that se-
curity and police officers
handled this situation
was more shocking. See-

Sarah Robertson
Connally H. S.

ing the police treat these
terrorists compared to
the Black Lives Matter
protesters in June was
night and day. In June,
there were many violent
police attacks on peace-
ful protest and even the
national guard was sur-
rounding the Capitol to
keep protesters out.

This past Wednes-
day, those same guards
and police were nowhere
to be found. Due to this
attack the House has is-
sued another letter of
impeachment towards
Donald Trump in hopes
of getting him removed
from office by the 25th
amendment. Donald
Trump has also been per-
manently banned from
various social media ac-
counts including Twitter,
Google, Tiktok, etc, due
to his incitement in these
riots. As we move for-
ward in the coming
weeks, President-elect
Joe Biden inauguration is
to be held on January 20,
2021 and a new era of
change is to come. Re-
member to wash your
hands, wear a mask, and
stay safe.

An Extra Day Off

My first week back
from break was short,
but I got quite a bit of
homework. Only 3 days
in, and I already have
work to get done! At
least I know what classes
I will and will not be tak-
ing next year.

It balanced out

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.

over the weekend. I got
three days off instead of
two, because of how
much it snowed on Sun-
day. They canceled
classes in-person and
virtual. I can’t believe it
snowed like that in
Texas! It kept coming
down. I think it reached
at least three inches or
more in my area. My
mom and I pulled out
our warmest cold-
weather clothes and
took the dog for a walk
in the snow. I think he
really enjoyed it! He had
on his cute, puffed jacket
to keep him warm from
the cold.

I think I can man-
age all my school work
now, because of that ex-
tra day off. I had more
time to adjust to going
back after the break. I
don’t know if this will
happen again any time
soon, but it was nice!
Let’s hope so!

Venus

Venus is the second
planet from the Sun, or-
biting it every 224.7
Earth days. It has the
longest rotation period
(243 days) of any planet
in the Solar System and

rotates in the opposite
direction to most other
planets (meaning the
Sun would rise in the
west and set in the east).
It does not have any
natural satellites. It is
named after the Roman
goddess of love and
beauty.

Venus's surface is
very dry. Infrared rays
from the sun evaporate
water quickly during its
evolution, holding it in a
long molten state. On its
surface today, there is no
liquid water because the

blazing sun produced by
its ozone-filled atmo-
sphere would cause any-
one to boil away. Nearly
2 of the surface of Venus
is covered by flat,
smooth plains marred
by thousands of volca-
noes, some which are
still active today, ranging
from about 0.5 to 150
miles (0.8 to 240 kilome-
ters) wide, with lava flows
carving long, winding ca-
nals up to more than
3,000 miles (5,000 km) in
length, longer than on any
other planet.

Joshua Moore
Manor  H. S.
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Aiden Loyden
Teravista Elementary

My New Year’s Day

It was great to be
able to bring in 2021. It’s
a new year, a fresh start,
new resolutions and an-
other year of experi-
ences. I’m thankful that
I was able to see the

New Year when others
couldn’t. This New Year
was special for me. I’ve
never gone out on New
Year’s Eve. I’ve always
stayed home, but this
year was different. At
8pm, I went with my dad
to his friend’s house. We
ate wings and I played
with his son. We were
there until 11. Once we
made it home my family
and I watched the
people in New Orleans
count down to the New
Year. I toasted with my
parents and went to
bed. On New Year’s Day,
my grandmother came
over. We ate, laughed,
talked and played
games. Cheers to 2021!

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville H. S.

Snow Day

January 10, 2021
was an extraordinary
day!  Why you may ask?
Because it snowed and
the amount of snow was
a lot more than I ex-
pected. Snow was a big
deal for us in  central
Texas considering it
rarely snows and the
temperature is relatively
warm during winter.  I
watched the falling
snow. The view was
breathtaking and re-
minded me of a winter
greeting card.  While I
got dressed for my out-
door adventure, I could
hardly wait to build a
snowman, make a snow
angel, and just run
through the snow.

When I finally got
outside, I seized the op-

portunity to make my
first snowman. I did it all
by myself and let me tell
you snowballs can be
deceptively heavy. I was
very proud of my armless
snowman who stood al-
most 5 feet tall and was
quite plump. I put a red
hat on it and snapped
plenty of photos.

Next, I tried to
make a snow angel but
that didn’t turn out that
well. By the end my
hands and feet were ice
cold. I reveled in my cre-
ation. Although it was a
little wonky, it was mine
to enjoy. I took pictures
then rushed inside to
take of the wet clothing
and get warm.

I hope everyone
enjoyed that marvelous
day when we got an
chance to experience
something other than a
cold, rainy day or one of
blistering heat. For
some, it was the first-
time seeing snow in per-
son. For others, it was no
big deal cause they’ve
already seen it. Regard-
less, I hope everyone
enjoyed their snow day!

Zoey King
Idea Montopolis

The Importance Of Exercising

Exercising is very
important for your body.
It improves your health
and lowers the risk of
developing diseases. It is
also proven that exercise
can help you sleep at
night and boost your
mood. You can exercise
in a lot of ways like run-
ning, riding a bike, swim-
ming, dancing, volley-
ball, tennis, jumping and
much more. Without
exercising for a long time
you would become un-

healthy and probably get
sick. It’s good to exercise
thirty minutes or more a
day. If you also eat
healthy it can help you
work out but if you eat
unhealthy foods, your
body won’t respond
properly to exercise.

 Working out can
help lengthen your life
span. People all over the
world work out to stay
healthy mentally and
physically. Working out
keeps your muscles
strong and keeps your
body in great shape. And
not only is exercise good
for humans, exercising is
also good for some pets
that can accompany a
person when they are
working out. People of-
ten exercise with their
dogs by taking walks,
running, playing fetch or
any other games. Exer-
cising can make a huge
great impact of
someone’s life overall
everyone should exer-
cise.

www.TheAustinVillager.com

HACA and Austin Mayor Steve Adler Announce
$23 Million in New Resources for Homelessness

HACA will provide $1 million to help homeless persons currently residing in
City ProLodge shelters, plus an additional $22 million to develop

new long-term housing for the homeless.

AUSTIN, TEXAS – Mayor Steve Adler and the
Housing Authority of the City of Austin (HACA) are
pleased to announce two new resources to aid the
homeless currently residing in temporary shelters and
to build and finance new housing for the homeless.

HACA has received $1,078,690 through the Main-
stream voucher program, authorized by the federal
CARES Coronavirus Relief Act, which will help 100
non-elderly disabled individuals transition from the Pro-
tective Lodging Facilities (ProLodge) system and find
permanent supportive housing. HACA will be working
with the City of Austin and community partners to iden-
tify and assist those most need help. Criminal back-
ground screening criteria have been significantly re-
duced to ensure that HACA can house more people in
need.

This Mainstream voucher program is federally
funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), and these vouchers assist home-
less, non-elderly persons with disabilities. An individual
issued a voucher can locate a home in the private
rental market. A housing subsidy is paid directly to the
property owner/manager, and the household pays
between 30-40% of their income for rent. Eligibility for
the Mainstream program requires that the household’s
income not exceed 50% of the Austin metropolitan area
median income.

To address the long-term need for permanent
supportive housing for the homeless, HACA is also
announcing the availability of 100 project-based vouch-
ers to create new housing opportunities. These vouch-
ers are being made available through a request for
proposal (RFP) process to develop new permanent
supportive housing or the rehabilitation of existing
housing to serve the homeless.

HUD also provides the funding for these 100

project-based vouchers through the tenant-based
Housing Choice Voucher program and attaches
funding to specific units. Developments awarded
project-based vouchers will be required to provide
available units to the homeless for an expected term
of twenty years. HACA plans to make an award of
vouchers to selected developments in February and
March. The rent paid to assist homeless families,
and the vouchers’ value over the twenty-year pe-
riod is expected to exceed $22 million. Any quali-
fied organization seeking to serve the homeless and
access project-based vouchers should refer to the
HACA website at hacanet.org/business-opportu-
nities/bid-rfp.

“These new resources are an important tool to
realize new supportive housing for those experienc-
ing homelessness in Austin and to help provide per-
manent housing for those living in the temporary
COVID-19 Protective Lodges,” said Mayor Steve Adler.
“We all see that too many of our neighbors are hurt-
ing, and we must do more to get people off the streets
and out of tents. I appreciate HACA’s leadership, and
I want the community to know that the Council and
City, the business community, the service providers,
and the many community stakeholders are working
aggressively this year to tackle homelessness in our
city.”

“HACA is pleased to provide these new resources
to address homelessness in Austin, and we are grate-
ful for Mayor Adler’s leadership,” added HACA CEO
Michael Gerber. “The Housing Authority’s mission is
to serve people with the lowest income to secure af-
fordable housing. HACA is committed to helping ad-
dress homelessness in our city, and these two voucher
resources will help so many people now, and for years
to come.”

Mayor Muriel Bowser urges people to avoid DC
as Secret Service begins inauguration prep early

By Devan Cole and Barbara Starr | CNN

© Oliver Contreras/SIPPL Sipa USA/AP 

(Washington, DC) -
Mayor Muriel Bowser on
Monday urged Americans
to avoid the city during
President-elect Joe
Biden’s inauguration next
week and the Secret Ser-
vice has been instructed
to begin its preparations
for the inauguration
ahead of schedule.

Meanwhile, the Na-
tional Guard has plans to
have up to 15,000 Na-
tional Guard troops to
meet current and future
requests for the inaugura-
tion, Gen. Daniel
Hokanson, the chief of the
National Guard Bureau,
said Monday. The dra-
matic increase in troops
comes as law enforce-
ment in the nation’s capi-
tal and around the
country brace for further
extremist violence amid
the transition of power.

Speaking at a news
conference Monday,
Bowser, a Democrat,
stressed that she was
concerned about more
violent actors potentially
coming to the city in the
run-up to the inaugura-
tion, saying, “if I’m scared
of anything, it’s for our
democracy, because we
have very extreme fac-
tions in our country that
are armed and danger-
ous.”

“Trumpism won’t die
on January 20,” said
Bowser, who has asked
Trump and acting Home-
land Security Secretary
Chad Wolf to declare a
pre-disaster declaration
for DC.

“Our goals right now
are to encourage Ameri-
cans to participate virtu-
ally and to protect the Dis-
trict of Columbia from a
repeat of the violent insur-
rection experienced at the
Capitol and its grounds on
January 6,” Bowser said.

The White House
said in a statement Mon-
day night that Trump ap-
proved the emergency
declaration requested by
Bowser.

“Today, President

Donald J. Trump declared
that an emergency exists
in the District of Columbia
and ordered Federal as-
sistance to supplement
the District’s response ef-
forts due to the emer-
gency conditions resulting
from the 59th Presidential
Inauguration from Janu-
ary 11 to January 24,
2021,” the statement
read.

Bowser is also ask-
ing the Trump administra-
tion to cancel public gath-
ering permits between
January 10 and 24.

The emergency dec-
laration request by
Bowser would unlock ad-
ditional funding for the
city’s security efforts for
the inauguration. The
mayor ultimately as-
sessed in a letter to
Trump over the weekend
that despite the security
assets the city has in
place, “significant pre-
paredness gaps remain
that cannot be remedied
without this emergency
declaration and direct fed-
eral assistance.”

Bowser told CBS’s
“Face the Nation” on Sun-
day that she will also ask
the Department of Home-
land Security to begin a
“national special security
event” timeline sooner
than planned, as well as
include the US Capitol in
their coverage area for the
inauguration.

Wolf said on Mon-
day that he had instructed
the US Secret Service to
begin the National Special
Security Event operations
for Biden’s Inauguration
on Wednesday, instead of

January 19, the day be-
fore Biden is set to be in-
augurated.

“In light of events of
the past week and the
evolving security land-
scape leading up to the
inauguration and at the
recommendation of Se-
cret Service Director
James Murray, I have in-
structed the U.S. Secret
Service to begin the Na-
tional Special Security
Event operations for the
2021 Inauguration effec-
tive Wednesday, January
13th instead of January
19th,” Wolf said in a state-
ment. “Our federal, state,
and local partners will
continue to coordinate
their plans and position
resources for this impor-
tant event.”

The preparations
come as the FBI is warn-
ing that there will be pro-
tests around the country
this weekend.

The bureau has re-
ceived information indi-
cating “armed protests”
are being planned at all 50
state capitols and the US
Capitol in Washington in
the days leading up to
Biden’s Inauguration, ac-
cording to an internal bul-
letin obtained by CNN.

“Armed protests are
being planned at all 50
state capitols from 16
January through at least
20 January, and at the US
Capitol from 17 January
through 20 January,” the
bulletin states.

Last month, Biden’s
camp urged people not to
travel to DC for the
inauguration, citing the
worsening coronavirus

pandemic. The scaled-
back festivities will in-
stead feature a virtual pro-
gram to allow Americans
to participate from home.

The National Park
Service also announced
Monday that it will close
the Washington Monu-
ment to visitors for more
than two weeks, a time
period that includes the
inauguration.

The park service
said it also “may institute
temporary closures of
public access to road-
ways, parking areas and
restrooms within the Na-
tional Mall and Memorial
Parks if conditions war-
rant, to protect public
safety and park re-
sources.”

A senior defense of-
ficial told CNN on Monday
that National Guard
troops who are already
earmarked for the inaugu-
ration are beginning to
arrive, and the plan is to
have 10,000 in the city by
Saturday.

There is a full re-
hearsal with troops this
week in DC. The Justice
Department command
center will be extra robust
with virtually every Cabi-
net department and law
enforcement agency
plugging in, the official
said.

Currently there
6,200 National Guard
members who already
been mobilized in the
wake of last week’s attack
on the Capitol by pro-
Trump supporters.

Mayor Muriel Bowser
(Alex Wong/Getty Images)
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(VILLAGER NEWS) - Over the weekend, the
Zambian community of Austin came together to say
goodbye to Mrs. Vallon, returning to Zambia. The
crowd enjoyed entertainment by Alsemeny, a well-
known Zambian American musician in Central Texas.

As the Zambian American Community grows,
so does their desire to showcase their rich music
and vast history to the rest of Austin, Texas. The
Zambian American Community has a lot of great
artists like Abolla and Alsemeny. Apart from their
independence, the Guinean American community
also organizes special events.

Over the years, Central Texas has seen a dras-
tic increase in the African Diaspora and Guinea com-
munity. This growth is fueled by the Central Texas
economy, where African immigrants can find manu-
facturing jobs that pay a decent wage.

Zambian Community Bid
Farewell to Ms. Vallon

Samuel, Zambian community member.

Austin
the Least
Available

for
Minimum

Wage
Workers

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Over the years, Austin

has transformed itself
from a sleepy govern-
ment and college town
into an international
technology capital. Re-
cently, Austin hit one
million inhabitants,
which highlights the fast
growth. However,
Austin's accelerated
growth has left thou-
sands behind, creating
an overwhelming home-
less population due to
low wages.

Although Austin
has a Democratic Party-
led Mayor and City
Council, there is hardly
any safety net for those
making minimum wage.

According to political
experts, the city leaders
have been busy cutting
deals with big compa-
nies but not worried
about the average
worker's wages.

Finally, this type of
policy has consequences

like average families are
moving to the suburbs,
such as Pflugerville,
Manor, Round Rock, and
Cedar Park. Also, the
Austin Independence
School district has seen
a drop in student enroll-
ment.“

Tech giant digs the local vibe.
Photos courtesy of Facebook

Austin Sees A Massive Covid 19 Surge
by Tsoke (Chuch)

Adjavon
VILLAGER
Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Due to the poor man-
agement of the re-open-
ing process, Texas has
seen a surge of the
COVID 19 cases, with
over 150,000 deaths.

According to the
Texas Department of
Emergency Manage-
ment, the growth rate of
the COVID 19 has in-
creased by almost 415
percent since June 4,
2020, in the 78660 zip
code (Pflugerville).  As a
result, they have opened
a free testing area lo-
cated at the Pfield.

According to the
TPEM, "with cases on

the rise, it is important
for people to follow the
COVID 19 guidelines es-
tablished by the CDC,
which includes social
distancing." Despite
those issued guidelines,
Austin has seen a mas-
sive surge in cases. As a
result, Mayor Adler is
seeking to set up restric-
tions on local bars.

Disabled Texans Worry Loss of Affordable Care Act Could
Cost them Programs that Help them live Independently

Laura Halvorson re-
lies on two 24-hour
breathing machines to
keep her alive. The ma-
chines cost $2,000 per
month.

They’re paid for
through her insurance
from the Affordable
Care Act. Halvorson,
who is 36 and lives in San
Antonio, has muscular
dystrophy, a disease that
causes progressive loss
of muscle mass.

For years,
Halvorson was a teacher
in North Texas and re-
ceived health insurance
through her employer.
But eventually her dis-
ability progressed to the
point that she could no
longer work.

Now she’s worried
that the U.S. Supreme
Court will strike down
the health care law that
has helped her live inde-
pendently. Without it,
Halvorson fears she’ll
end up in the state’s care
at a nursing home.

Texas is leading a
group of conservative
states, with the backing

by Trinady Joslin
Texas Tribune

of outgoing President
Donald Trump, in a legal
battle to have the
sprawling health care
law struck down. Texas
argued last month be-
fore the U.S. Supreme
Court that when Con-
gress in 2017 eliminated
the individual mandate,
a tax for people who do
not obtain health insur-
ance, the rest of the law
became unconstitu-
tional.

A ruling is expected
to come next year, and

for Halvorson and 3 mil-
lion other disabled Tex-
ans, the stakes feel im-
possibly high.

Without the Af-
fordable Care Act, dis-
abled Texans stand to
lose programs that have
allowed more people to
stay in their homes,
rather than state-run in-
stitutions. And like many
Americans, they fear
they could again face in-
surance companies that
would deny them cover-
age because they have

preexisting conditions.
“The ACA was a

huge deal in terms of
fairness for insurance for
all Americans, but cer-
tainly for people with
disabilities,” said Brian
Shannon, a law profes-
sor at Texas Tech Univer-
sity who has served on
the Governor’s Commit-
tee on People with Dis-
abilities.

Texas is one of eight
states that opted into
the Community First
Choice Option program,
made possible by the
ACA. The Medicaid pro-
gram gives states fund-
ing to help keep disabled
people in their homes
who might otherwise
end up in nursing facili-
ties or other institution-
alized care.

Sheena Walter, 35,
lives in Austin and has
used the Community
First Choice program for
four years. Walter is au-
tistic and needs personal
care attendants that
help with tasks like cook-
ing and laundry five days
a week.

For years, she’s had
personal care atten-
dants paid for by Medic-
aid, but they didn’t al-
ways show up. Some-
times, Walter waited
over a week for some-
one to arrive and sus-

Laura Halvorson worries that the U.S.
Supreme Court will strike down the health care

law that has helped her live independently.
Credit: Chris Stokes for The Texas Tribune

Texas House Elects Dade Phelan Speaker as 2021
Legislative Session gets Underway

by Cassandra Pollock
Texas Tribune

(TXT) - The Texas
House on Tuesday elected
state Rep. Dade Phelan as
the next House speaker,
ushering into office a
new leader who will
oversee a chamber fac-
ing its toughest set of
legislative challenges in
years against the back-
drop of the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic.

State Rep. Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont.
Credit: Miguel Gutierrez Jr.

tained herself on cold
sandwiches.

Now her CFC ser-
vice coordinator helps
her advocate for the
care she needs and acts
as a mediator when at-
tendants aren’t doing
their jobs.

Before CFC, the
state primarily relied on
home- and community-
based services, a Medic-
aid waiver, to provide at-
home care for people
with disabilities.

But there are more
than 100,000 Texans on
a waiting list to receive
those services, and
some people will wait
more than 15 years be-
fore their number is
called.

Advocates stress
that CFC is a vital service,
but it does not replace
the state’s home- and
community-based ser-
vices, which provide
more specialized care
and therapy.

Around 25,000 Tex-
ans were using the CFC
program in 2019, ac-
cording to Texas Health
and Human Services.
But Walter and disability
advocacy groups are
worried the program
may disappear.

Sean Jackson, a Dis-
ability Rights Texas attor-
ney, said if the court
rules to eliminate the
ACA, the program would
likely be cut whenever

federal funding ran out.
A spokesperson for

Texas Health and Human
Services said the agency
wouldn’t be able to
speculate on the continu-
ation of the program.

What comes next?
Before the ACA,

people with preexisting
conditions weren’t guar-
anteed insurance poli-
cies. Companies could
simply turn them away
or give them a policy
that didn’t cover preex-
isting conditions while
charging them higher
rates, Shannon said.

Now companies
are required to offer a
plan to anyone who ap-
plies, regardless of their
health status, and they
have to charge people in
the same age group
similar rates.

If the ACA were to
go away, insurance com-
panies likely wouldn’t
renew contracts with
people with preexisting
conditions because on
paper, they cost more to
insure, Jackson said.

The act also elimi-
nated lifetime and annual
caps, which put a limit on
how much money a com-
pany would spend on a
person’s benefits before
they would be required to
pay it themselves, and al-
lowed children to stay on
their parents’ insurance
until they were 26 instead
of 19.

The House voted
143-2 for Phelan, with
four members not vot-
ing. The two members

who voted against
Phelan were GOP fresh-
men Bryan Slaton and
Jeff Cason.
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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Request for Proposal (RFP) 2011-004 IT
Staffing Services

Due Date:  February 5 by 2:00 PM
Scope of Work:  Central Health seeks a staffing
agency with demonstrated expertise and
experience in identifying qualified candidates
for recruitment, temporary and direct
employment in a variety of positions.

Ordering Instructions: All Solicitation
Packages can be downloaded from:

https://prod.bidsync.com/central-health, OR
http://www.txsmartbuy.com/sp

New Jobs for the
Week of 01/08/21

Coordinator,
Grants and Special

Projects
Job #2101007

Round RockSupervisor,
Upward Bound
Job #2101003

Highland Business
Center

Executive Assistant/
Coordinator,

Compliance Operations
Job #2101002

Highland Business
Center

Assistant II,
 Administrative –
Part-Time (75%)
Job #2012061

Riverside
Coordinator, HSP

Career and Job
Readiness Mfg PT

Job #2012003
Location asassigned

Coordinator, HSP
Career and Job

 Readiness Auto PT
Job #2012002

.Location assigned
   QualityAssuance

Job # 2101020
Service Center

Lead IT Architect
Job #2101019
ServiceCenter

Engineer, Senior
Security

Job# 2101018
Service Center

Director,
System Engineering

Job # 2101017
Service Center

Director, SalesForce
Development
Job# 2101016
Service Center
Director, ERP

(Enterprise Resource
Planning)

Job# 2101015
Service Center

Architect, IT Solutions
Job# 2101014
Service Center
Architect, Data

Integration
Job# 2101013
Service Center

Analyst, Reporting
Job# 2101012
Service Center

Analyst, Lead IT
Technical Business

Job# 2101010
Service Center

Analyst, IT
Data Conversion

Job# 2101009
Service Center

Capitol police officer
Eugene Goodman hailed as 'a hero'

by Tom Hals
REUTERS

(Reuters) - A police
officer is being hailed for
his role steering an angry
mob away from the Sen-
ate chambers in
Wednesday’s deadly
storming of the U.S. Capi-
tol by supporters of Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Capitol Police officer
Eugene Goodman, identi-
fied by CNN reporter
Kristin Wilson, can be
seen getting rioters to
move away from the Sen-
ate as police raced to se-
cure the chamber.

In the confronta-
tion, Goodman puts
himself between a man
wearing a black T-shirt
for the QAnon con-
spiracy movement and a
hallway leading to the
Senate chambers, then
shoves the person to in-
duce him and the crowd
to chase Goodman to-
ward officers in the op-
posite direction.

Capitol Police did
not respond to a request
regarding the identify of
the officer.

“As trump’s fascist
mob ransacked the US
Capitol, this brave USCP
officer kept murderous
rioters away from the
Senate chamber and
saved the lives of those
inside. God bless him for

his courage,” U.S. Repre-
sentative Bill Pascrell
wrote in a Twitter mes-
sage on Sunday.

Trump, who has
sought unsuccessfully to
overturn his Nov. 3 elec-
tion loss to Democrat
Joe Biden, falsely claim-
ing widespread fraud,
had called on supporters
gathered in Washington
to protest the congres-
sional counting of elec-
toral votes certifying
Biden’s victory.

Five people includ-
ing a Capitol Police of-
ficer died as a result of
Wednesday’s rioting and
dozens of people have
been charged.

Among the mob
who stormed the Capitol
were individuals who
waved Confederate flags
and wore clothing carry-

ing insignia and slogans
espousing white su-
premacist beliefs.

The efforts by
Goodman, who is Black,
gave police the time
needed to race to lock
the doors to the Senate
chamber, according to
the Washington Post.

Several members
of Congress with military
experience, including
Ruben Gallego and Ja-
son Crow, have also
been praised for calming
frightened colleagues
and helping with the
evacuation during the
chaos.

The chief of the
Capitol Police resigned
following the attack and
a federal prosecutor said
he would charge any
Capitol Police member
found to be complicit.

Capitol Police officer Eugene Goodman led an angry mob of
Trump supporters away from the sitting Senate during last
week's riot. Source: Twitter / New York Times
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YouTube Suspends Donald Trump's
Account, Removes Content,

Disables Comments
By Stephanie Mlot | PCMAG

(PCMAG) - YouTube is the latest platform to
remove content and suspend Donald Trump. The
video streaming site today announced a temporary
ban on new content for at least seven days along-
side the removal of some new content.

The account, which boasts 2.78 million sub-
scribers and more than 825 million views since
March 2015, still features uploads made as recently
as Jan. 12—ahead of YouTube's brief embargo.

YouTube stated, "Given the ongoing concerns
about violence, we will also be indefinitely disabling
comments on President Trump’s channel, as we’ve
done to other channels where there are safety con-
cerns found in the comments section."

This marks Trump's first strike on YouTube.
While full privileges are usually restored after one
week, the point remains on the channel for 90 days.
Second and third strikes within those three months
will result in permanent removal from the site. Each
strike expires 90 days from the time it's issued; de-
leting offending content will not remove a strike. It
seems the earliest President Trump could regain
control of his account is on Jan. 20—inauguration
day.

Trump's YouTube suspension comes after a
number of major social networks—including Twit-
ter, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, and Twitch—
banned or disabled the president after he incited the
Jan. 6 coup at the nation's Capital that left five people
dead.
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Insurrection, (noun): The act or an instance of open revolt
against civil authority or a constituted government.

Trump supporters clash with police and security forces as they push barricades to storm the US Capitol in Washington, DC on January 6, 2021 [Roberto Schmidt/AFP]

An image of a man carrying a Confederate flag through the U.S. Capitol. (Saul Loeb / AFP/Getty Images)

desecration.
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